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1. 



DETAILED ACTION 



This action is responsive to the correspondence filed on April 2, 2001 . Claims 1- 
20 are pending. Claims 1-20 filtering network management messages. 



Claims 1, 3, 9, 14 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1,3,9, 14 and 18 recite the limitations the client console(s) in lines 6-7, 
12-13, 6-7, 7-8 and 9-10. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. 

3. Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



2. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



4. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over 
Abraham etal. U.S. 5,983,270. 
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Dooian teaches the invention as claimed including gateway for using legacy 
telecommunications network element equipment with a common management 
information protocol (abstract). 

As to claims 1, 9 and 13, Dooian teaches a method, logic and an apparatus for 
processing a network management message comprising: 

Receiving a network management message (column 4, lines 16-18, Dooian 
discloses the command module receives a first syntax command from the source 
identifying a particular one of said network elements; column 4, lines 47-48, Dooian 
discloses a gateway according to the present invention receives a first message from 
the source. The first message being in a first syntax and identifying a particular one of 
the network elements); 

Parsing the network management message into a plurality of fields (column 4, 
lines 18-20, Dooian discloses selects a dictionary from a plurality of dictionaries in 
response to the network element identification; column 14, line 54 to column 15, line 
25, Dooian discloses the following structure represents a TL1 message that is sent and 
received across the legacy syntax application interface and IPC 326...); and 

For each of a plurality of client consoles each having filtering criteria, if the fields 
satisfy the filtering criteria, communicating the fields to the client console for display by 
one of the plurality of client console (column 4, lines 33-37, Dooian discloses an 
intelligent alarm filter for selectively filtering alarms received by the gateway from 
network elements so that a selected first subset of alarms are passed to the mapper 
and a second set of alarms are not passed to the mapper; column 22, lines 17-28, 
Dooian discloses... IAF 316 could be used to filter messages using other criteria; for 
example, only messages from certain TIDS, certain errors, certain events, etc. Using a 
graphic interface allows a user to view all alarms or only the filtered). 

As to claims 2 and 10, Dooian teaches the method and the logic of claims 1 and 
9, wherein the network management message comprises American Standard Code for 
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Information Interchange (ASCII) text (column 5, lines 37-39, Doolan discloses Each 
TL1 message is expressed in American Standard Code for Information Interchange 
(ASCII) characters). 

As to claim 3, Doolan teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the filtering criteria 
for each of the plurality of client consoles comprise a message type (column 5, lines 
39-41 , Doolan discloses TL1 specifies four types of messages: commands, 
acknowledgements, responses and autonomous messages). 

As to claim 4, Doolan teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the filtering criteria 
for each of the client consoles comprises a user type for the client console (column 12, 
lines 6-7, Doolan discloses Realistically, there are many different types of network 
elements). 

As to claims 5, 11 and 15, Doolan teaches the method, the logic and the 
apparatus of claims 1 , 9 and 14, wherein the filtering criteria comprises a message 
type and user type, and the fields satisfy the filtering criteria if a value for a selected 
one of the fields matches the message type and the user type (column 21 , lines 1 1-23, 
Doolan discloses... Mapper 300 would simply set a command type for the alarm for 
notification to the agent, and based on the TID that came with the alarm, access the 
appropriate dictionary and translate the TL1 alarm to CMIP...)). 

As to claims 6, 12 and 16, Doolan teaches the method, the logic and the 
apparatus of claims 1, 9 and 14, further comprising: 

Receiving a request from a new client console, the request comprising an 
identifier for a new client console filtering options selected for the new client console 
(column 19, lines 24-42, Doolan discloses... Each queue entry will include state 
information comprising the CMIP reference number, a command type, the object class 
of the message request, the name of the attributes of the object class and any other 
data relative to the service. . . ); 
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. Determining a user type for the new client console based on the identifier 
(column 21 , lines 1 1-23, Doolan discloses... Mapper 300 would simply set a command 
type for the alarm for notification to the agent, and based on the TID that came with the 
alarm, access the appropriate dictionary and translate the TL1 alarm to CMIP. If an 
acknowledgement is received in response to a command it is analyzed to determine if 
the command was accepted or rejected...); and 

Generating filtering for the new client console based on the filtering options and 
the user type (column 12, lines 13-32, Doolan discloses... Intelligent alarm filter 316 
categorizes and logs incoming alarms so that only a subset of alarms are passed to 
mapper 300. Intelligent alarm filter 316 may also include a graphic user interface). 

As to claim 7, Doolan teaches the method of claim 6, further comprising 
generating an entry in a filter table comprising identifier and the filtering criteria (column 
22, lines 17-28, Doolan discloses... IAF 316 could be used to filter messages using 
other criteria; for example, only messages from certain TIDS, certain errors, certain 
events, etc. Using a graphic interface allows a user to view all alarms or only the 
filtered). 

As to claims 8, 13 and 17, Doolan teaches the method, the logic and the 
apparatus of claims 1,13 and 17, wherein the network management message 
comprises a response from a command issued by a client, further comprising: 

Determining a message identifier from the fields (column 19, lines 35-38, Doolan 
discloses The queue entry will also include a legacy syntax message identification 
which is a unique identifier for the legacy syntax command that will be sent from the 
mapper to the legacy network element); 

Determining a client identifier associated with the message identifier (column 19, 
lines 38-42, Doolan disclose For TL1, the legacy syntax message identification is 
called a CTAG. Thus, when the legacy network element responds, the response will 
also include that CTAG so mapper 300 will be able to access and match the proper 
entry in the queue); 
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identifying the client based on the client identifier (column 12, lines 41-43, Doolan 
discloses The TID is a network element identification used to uniquely identify every 
network element); 

Generating a second message comprising the fields and the client identifier 
(column 4, lines 47-56, Doolan disclose... The TID is a network element identification 
used to uniquely identify every network element...); and 

Communicating the second message to the client (column 4, lines 53-54, Doolan 
discloses transmits the second message to the identified network element). 

5. Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Doolan 
U.S. 5,764,955 in view of Gupta et al. U.S. 6,731 ,627. 

Doolan teaches the invention as claimed including gateway for using legacy 
telecommunications network element equipment with a common management 
information protocol (abstract). 

As to claim 18, Doolan teaches a communication system: 
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The server operable to determine fields for a transaction language 1 (TL1) 
command to generate the TL1 command using the fields, to communicate the TL1 
command to the network element, and, for each of a plurality of client consoles each 
having filtering criteria, if the fields satisfy the filtering criteria, to communicate the fields 
to one of the plurality of client console for display by one of the plurality of client 
console (column 14, line 54 to column 16, line 9, Doolan discloses the following 
structure represents a TL1 message that is sent and received across the legacy syntax 
application interface and IPC 326...; column 4, lines 33-37," Doolan discloses an 
intelligent alarm filter for selectively filtering alarms received by the gateway from 
network elements so that a selected first subset of alarms are passed to the mapper 
and a second set of alarms are not passed to the mapper; column 22, lines 17-28, 
Doolan discloses... IAF 316 could be used to filter messages using other criteria; for 
example, only messages from certain TIDS, certain errors, certain events, etc. Using a 
graphic interface allows a user to view all alarms or only the filtered). 

Doolan fails to teach explicitly CORBA command. 

However, Gupta teaches virtual loop carrier system. Gupta teaches CORBA 
server (figure 28, item 386). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Doolan in view of Gupta to provide the server operable to receive 
the CORBA command, to determine fields for a transaction language 1 (TL1 ) 
command based on the CORBA command, to generate the TL1 command using the 
fields, to communicate the TL1 command to the network element, and, for each of a 
plurality of client consoles each having filtering criteria, if the fields satisfy the filtering 
criteria, to communicate the fields to the client console for display by the client console. 
One would be motivated to do so to allow applications to communicate with each other 
regardless of their location or who design them). 

Doolan fails to teach explicitly a client operable to generate a common object 
request broker architecture (CORBA) command targeted at a network element and to 
communicate the CORBA command to a server. 
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However, Gupta teaches a CORBA-based client in communication with a 
CORBA-based server (column 2, lines 42-45, Gupta discloses a network element 
includes a Common Object Request Broker Architecture (CORBA)-based server, 
CORBA-based managed objects accessible by the CORBA-based server and a 
CORBA-based applications programming interface (API)). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Abraham in view of Gupta to provide a common object request 
broker architecture (CORBA) command targeted at a network element and to 
communicate the CORBA command to a server. One would be motivated to do so to 
allow a greater overall system reliability and availability (column 40, line 29). 



7. Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to El Hadji M Sail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4010. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-4010. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

El Hadji Sail 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 2157 




